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Discuss the view that fear of the Soviet Union 
was mainly responsible for changes in 
international relations in the period 1945-1989. 








‘The main cause of England’s worsening relations with
the Catholic powers was the treatment of Mary Stuart.’
Discuss.
























‘The main cause of England’s worsening relations with the Catholic 
powers was the treatment of Mary Stuart.’  Discuss.



Sticky Note

Establishes Mary's significance and the threat she posed to Elizabeth.



Sticky Note

Attempts to engage with the debate posed by the question 



Sticky Note

Deals with one of the Catholic powers: France. Evaluates French response to Mary's imprisonment.







Sticky Note

Attempts to evaluate place and purpose of the Armada in relation to Mary's execution.



Sticky Note

Valid counter argument. Debates the validity of the question.



Sticky Note

Attempts to evaluate other factors that may have contributed to England's worsening relations with the Catholic powers.







Sticky Note

This issue requires explanation supported by a specific example.



Sticky Note

Link between the Pope and the threat posed by the Jesuits and Seminary priests needs to to be explained more clearly.



Sticky Note

Valid focus on England's relations with the main Catholic power: Spain. The reasons for the deteriorating relations between England and Spain are clearly discussed. 







Sticky Note

The answer clearly focuses on and engages with the question set. There is evidence to suggest that the candidate has selected specific and relevant facts to support the answer. The candidate makes a valid attempt to offer a balanced judgement that is, for the most part, sustained and integrated. The essay is well written, clear and generally fluent.   Overall mark 36AO 1a L5 L 11AO 1b L5 L 25



Sticky Note

Valid evaluation and counter argument posed. 












How far was religion the main influence on Philip II’s foreign policy?




















SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








I ba raddau y gwnaeth polisïau’r llywodraethau Llafur wella bywyd 
pobl Cymru a Lloegr yn sylweddol rhwng 1945 ac 1951?



Sticky Note

Mae ymgais yma i gyfeirio at y cwestiwn gosod er nad yw'n cynnig unrhyw gasliad penodol. Mae'r tuedd Ie/Na i'w weld fan hyn ac awgrym fod yr ateb wedi ei baratoi o flaen llaw.



Sticky Note

Mae hyn yn ymgaid i gynnig casgliad penodol ar y cwestiwn gosod.







Sticky Note

Mae'r ymateb yn trafod problemau Prydain yn 1945 ac yn gwneud ychydig o osodiadau amwys am 'wella' bywydau pobl. Mae tuedd yma i wneud gosodiadau o blaid ac yn erbyn y cwestiwn ond nid oes digon o ddyfnder wrth egluro sut gwellodd bywydau pobl a sut neu pam roedd y gwelliannau hyn yn rhai 'sylweddol' neu ddim. Mae'r llawer o ddrifft' erbyn diwedd y paragraff yma ac mae'n anodd dilyn trywydd y ddadl. Wedi dweud hynny mae ymdrech i ymateb i'r cwestiwn gosod.



Sticky Note

Unwaith eto, paragraff llawn gosodiadau, ond nid oes ymgais i esbonio a phrofi'r gosodiadau hynny.







Sticky Note

Mae'r paragraff yma yn gwneud ymdrech i ateb y cwestiwn trwy ystyried fod rhai o bolisiau Llafur wedi gwella bywydau pobl Prydain. Gosodiadau ydynt yn aml ond mae'n awgrymu cynnydd yn nefnydd y GIG a'r galw am gymorth trwy fudd-daliadau. Mae'r tuedd Ie/Na yn parhau erbyn y diwedd, awgrym o ateb wedi ei baratoi ond mae'r ymgais i ateb y cwestiwn yn amlwg.







Sticky Note

Unwaith eto ceir ymgais i gynnig sylwadau o blaid ac yn erbyn y cwestiwn. Yr awgrym erbyn hyn yw bod yr ymateb yn un wedi ei baratoi ar gyfer ystyried llwyddiannau a methiannau'r Blaid Lafur. Serch hynny gwelir ymgais ar ffocws er bod ychydig o 'drifft'.







Sticky Note

Wrth drafod addysg mae'r ymateb yn gwneud amryw o osodiadau ond mae angen eu datblygu er mwyn egluro yn llawn. Daw i gasliad teilwng erbyn y diwedd er bod rhai gosodiadau amwys eto.







Sticky Note

Mae'r tuedd Ie/Na yn amlwg fan hyn ond does dim modd amau'r ffaith bod yr ymateb yn ceisio ateb y cwestiwn.  Gwan yw'r casgliad ohewrydd y duedd Ie/na ond mae'r ymgeisydd wedi ystyried nifer o agweddau pwysig ac wedi dechrau trafodaeth ar y cwestiwn penodol a osodwyd. Am hynny gosodwyd yr ateb ar lefel 4 gan ennill 28 o farciau.












How far was religion the main influence on Philip II’s foreign policy?



Sticky Note

This is an attempt to link the question set with a prepared statement on Spain's Golden Age which slightly distracts from full focus on the specific wording of the question.



Sticky Note

Now fully engaged with the specific question set and continues with specific relevant historical knowledge in support.



Sticky Note

Links question with France - sound coverage. Then links with Catholics and England, again with specific accurate knowledge in support







Sticky Note

Targets other important areas of foreign policy without losing sight of the influence of religion but also evaluating political influence in an integrated way. Offers strong supported judgment. 



Sticky Note

Also links England and the Dutch Revolt. Considers the relative value of factors of influence and offers judgment.  







Sticky Note

Uses the New World as an alternative impact on foreign policy and links this with finance. Here there is displayed linkage in an evaluative way with judgment on the relative value of factors  .







Sticky Note

Lost sight of the question here but this drift then brought under control with judgment once more focused on question.



Sticky Note

Uses the Netherlands as a colonial factor rather than foreign policy which is valid and which displays a depth  of knowledge and understanding. 







Sticky Note

Links factors and produces an evaluative judgment



Sticky Note

Conclusion offers a sound judgment on the question set 



Sticky Note

This answer offers a balanced judgment that is sustained and integrated throughout with only one  small area of drift. The rest of the answer is fully focused and the answer gains in strength as it develops . It is a workmanlike effort which is supported by specific and relevant facts and is worthy of the mark of 36. 












‘Prif achos y dirywiad ym mherthynas Lloegr â’r pwerau Catholig 
oedd y driniaeth a gafodd Mari Stiwart.’ Trafodwch.



Sticky Note

Ffocysu da ar y cwestiwn ac yn berthnasol ar y cyfan. 



Sticky Note

Rhywfaint o farn a ffocws ar y brief ffactor. Yn canolbwyntio ar y cwestiwn.







Sticky Note

Ymgais ddilys i werthuso yn gyffredinol.







Sticky Note

Peth ymgais i gyflwyno gwrth dadl.



Sticky Note

Dealltwriaeth a gwerthusiad eglur.







Sticky Note

Ymgais resymol i gynnal esboniad neu ddadl trwy gydol yr ateb.











Sticky Note

Gwybodaeth gywir ar y cyfan yn cael ei gyflwyno i ateb y cwestiwn dan sylw. Ateb y cwestiwn gosodedig mewn modd cytbwys, barn amlwg, peth llithro oddi wrth y testun ac ambell i fai fel anghywirdeb neu naratif ond, ar y cyfan, mae'r ymgeisydd yn haeddu clod.AO 1a L4 H 10AO 1b L4 H 22



Sticky Note

Rhyw oleuni ar y ffactor ond heb ei lawn ddatblygu.












‘Disraeli was nothing more than a political 
opportunist.’  How valid is this assessment of 
Disraeli? 








SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








‘Prif achos y dirywiad ym mherthynas Lloegr â’r pwerau Catholig 
oedd y driniaeth a gafodd Mari Stiwart.’ Trafodwch.
































To what extent did the Edict of Nantes have the most significant impact 
on France in the period 1562-1610?



Sticky Note

This is a mechanistic introduction but it does offer some evaluation even though it has the appearance of one prepared for any key factor.



Sticky Note

The main factor is addressed but with limited specific historical support. here there are the use of prepared phrases such as "to a certain extent" to suggest evaluation.  



Sticky Note

There is an attempt to offer a judgment but this is a very early dismissal of the key factor in the question 



Sticky Note

Another significant factor offered and an attempt at assessing  the relative value - "biggest impact". A little drift to military weakness here. 







Sticky Note

Judgment offered on weak monarchy here. Also some attempt at specific historical support.



Sticky Note

Now becoming a list of other factors but is still trying to engage with the question set - "significant impact". Again this other factor has more specific support and discussion than the key factor offered in the question.



Sticky Note

Offers a judgment on this factor with an attempt at relative value.



Sticky Note

Offers another relevant factor - Henry IV himself - with link back. Again stronger than main factor







Sticky Note

Offers a final conclusion.



Sticky Note

Overall this answer does begin to offer a meaningful discussion of the key issues and it does come to a judgement. There is limited drift but there is a mechanistic turn of phrase  and the structure is formulaic. Also the answer suffers from a limited consideration of the key issue set in the question, with limited specific support, to allow it to achieve a mid L4 mark of 28.












How effectively did Catherine the Great 
solve the problems which she faced 
during her reign?








Discuss the view that fear of the Soviet Union was mainly responsible 
for changes in international relations in the period 1945-1989. 
































SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








To what extent did the policies of the Labour governments substantially 
improve the lives of the people of Wales and England between 1945-1951?
































Discuss the view that fear of the Soviet Union was mainly responsible 
for  changes in international relations in the period 1945-1989. 



Sticky Note

A rather simplistic introduction with an obvious judgement. The introduction needs to reveal a greater depth of analysis of the key issues of the precise question set. General introductions can often lead to a generalised response



Sticky Note

However, the candidate begins to challenge the assumption in the question with regard to the nature of support. The candidate adopts an evaluative approach and enters into a debate on the extent of the influence of Russia. The fear of Russian expansion is sometimes understated.[











Sticky Note

The candidate evaluates in terms of change and continuity across the period. There are references to pace, scale and degrees of change.[















Sticky Note

The candidate analyses and evaluates other factors and their impact on international changes rather than restricting the debate to East versus West.



Sticky Note

The judgement is rather mechanistic but the response overall is evaluative in tone with little drift.The response engaged with the question and provided a convincing answer. The answer needed greater focus on ‘fear’ but it was felt that this was implied and so the response was awarded a total of 32 marks:  1a L4 10  1b L4 22.












‘Prif achos y dirywiad ym mherthynas Lloegr 
â’r pwerau Catholig oedd y driniaeth a gafodd 
Mari Stiwart.’ Trafodwch.


‘The main cause of England’s worsening 
relations with the Catholic powers was the 
treatment of Mary Stuart.’  Discuss.








‘Disraeli was nothing more than a political opportunist.’  How valid is        
this assessment of Disraeli? 



Sticky Note

A concise introduction which needs a more developed steer on the question.



Sticky Note

This paragraph sets up the debate on opportunism convincingly with an analysis of Peel's downfall and Disraeli's part in it.







Sticky Note

The discussion on 1867 is balanced leaving a clear impression of the main issues relevant to the question set. A small slip on the date of the election in 1874.



Sticky Note

Concepts and evidence relevant to the question are explored in this paragraph and opportunism is rejected as a motivating factor







Sticky Note

The candidate has skilfully used knowledge and discussion of foreign policy and imperialism to support the argument.



Sticky Note

The conclusion is decisive on the question set and relates convincingly to the main body of the essay.



Sticky Note

It is not a PERFECT answer (see the previous comments about the introduction), but it deserves high L5 marks for its close analysis of the concept in the question set and the way in which it marshals evidence to back up its conclusions.Total 36 marksAO1a L5 11AO1b L5 25  












SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








How effectively did Catherine the Great solve the problems which she 
faced during her reign?
























How far was religion the main influence on 
Philip II’s foreign policy?












I ba raddau y gwnaeth polisïau’r llywodraethau Llafur wella bywyd 
pobl Cymru a Lloegr yn sylweddol rhwng 1945 ac 1951?
































SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








‘Disraeli was nothing more than a political opportunist.’  How valid is 
this assessment of Disraeli? 



Sticky Note

This is a weak introduction. The areas of debate need to be defined more fully. Only one area is highlighted-a missed opportunity



Sticky Note

When exactly?  This point is not clear and shouild be better supported



Sticky Note

Another missed opportunity: this could have been linked to the earlier discussion about Peel's downfall







Sticky Note

Some minor slips but there is an engagement with the question in this section on the 1867 Reform Act



Sticky Note

Several good points here that need development for the higher level marks but there is a focus on the question set.







Sticky Note

Some debate on the concepts relevant to the theme of  opportunism.







Sticky Note

There is some drift here going into the issue of permissive legislation BUT there is still some attempt at linkage with the question







Sticky Note

Some attempt to come to a judgement in the conclusion.



Sticky Note

Overall the key issue is kept in focus. It is not always convincingly argued or supported as strongly as it could be but there are skills evidenced in marshaling appropriate evidence to justify a mid L4 mark. There is some drift in places and a higher mark would require stronger definition and support especially in the introduction and conclusion. Total 28 marksAO1a L4M 8AO1b L4 M 20   












‘Disraeli was nothing more than a political opportunist.’  How valid is 
this assessment of Disraeli? 




























How far was religion the main influence on Philip II’s 
foreign policy?




























To what extent did the policies of the Labour governments substantially 
improve the lives of the people of Wales and England between 1945-1951?



Sticky Note

A decent start. The candidate is focused on the question set and provides a judgment which, hopefully, will be developed in the body of the answer to come. The judgment is that although they did not help all the population, they did improve the lives of the vast majority.







Sticky Note

There is some good knowledge shown and there is an attempt to judge the relative merits of National Insurance, child allowance, child benefit and a brief mention of Nationalisation. There is a comment about 'decreasing the standards of the workers lives' and 'significantly improving lives.' However, a more meaningful discussion on improving the lives of people could have been developed.







Sticky Note

Again there is an attempt to provide focus and discuss the extent to which the NHS improved the lives of the people of Britain. Again, more focus on whether this applied to all would have provided clearer focus on the question set.



Sticky Note

A meaningful attempt at addressing the specific question set here. The candidates discusses elements of society that saw improvements and provides a judgment on the question set.







Sticky Note

A meaningful discussion of the question set with a specific mention of whether all lives were improved or not. The candidate differentiates between the relative improvements in the lives of children







Sticky Note

By now the response is evaluating and engaging with the exact question set and is convincing in its approach.



Sticky Note

There is some reference here to the effect of the Labour reforms on the upper classes. However, if this paragraph was read in isolation would we be able to decipher what the specific question set actually was ?







Sticky Note

A meaningful judgment on the specific question set and further support for the opening paragraph and judgment.



Sticky Note

Overall the response does attempt to engage with the exact question set. Although there is drift because of the tendency to discuss "success / unsuccessful" the answer is largely susbstantiated by the bulk of the essay but could have been improved. There is also only a passing mention of nationalisation, a key labour reform.Overall this response was placed at the top end of level 4 and was rewarded with 32 marks.  












I ba raddau y gwnaeth polisïau’r 
llywodraethau Llafur wella bywyd pobl Cymru 
a Lloegr yn sylweddol rhwng 1945 ac 1951?


To what extent did the policies of the Labour 
governments substantially improve the lives 
of the people of Wales and England between 
1945-1951?








SUGGESTED MARKS TO USE FOR THE OPEN ENDED ESSAY (PERIOD AND DEPTH) 
 AO1a AO1b 


Level Sub-level  
+ mark 


Descriptor Sub-level 
+ mark 


Descriptor 


L1 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response is weak, undeveloped or largely irrelevant. 
 


1 
 


L1H 1 
 


unworthy; one liner 
only 
 


L1L 1 
L1H 3 
 


no valid response offered. 
something on the topic but largely 
irrelevant to question. 


L2 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response is largely based on the TOPIC area with no VALID  
                                         judgement on the set question. 
 


 
2 


L2L 2 
 


L2H 3 
 


something on the 
topic. 
something on the 
key factor 
 


L2L  7 
 
L2H 11 
 


a narrative account - no valid 
judgement on the question set. 
weak focus on the key factor in the  
question; largely topic based 
response - no valid judgement 
offered on the question set.  


L3 CHARACTERISTIC:   the response has a focus on the key issue set and begins to debate 
                                         these, but restricted to “for and against” debate: the two half essays 
                                         in some guise. 


 
3 


L3L 4 
L3M 5 


 
 


 
 


L3H 6 
 


As L2H 
has general 
knowledge of the 
period studied. 
 
 
has general 
knowledge of the 
key issues  


L3L 12 
L3M 14 
 
 
 
 
L3H 16 
 
 
 


token judgement – just above L2 
unbalanced, generalised, listing 
approach: weak focus and 
judgement on the key factor in the 
question set. 
 
mechanistic references to the key 
issue in the question set when 
coming to a judgement; offers 
factors for and against, often as 
two half essays.   


L4  CHARACTERISTIC:  the response begins to engage with the exact question set and is 
                                         able to provide a convincing answer  


 
 
4 


L4L 7 
 


 
 


L4M 8 
 
 
 
 


L4H 10 
 


As L3M 
 
 
 
relevant facts 
selected and used 
in a generally 
accurate manner 
 
relevant facts 
selected in a 
mostly accurate 
manner 


L4L 18 
 
 
 
L4M 20 
 
 
 
 
L4H 22 


begins to offer a meaningful 
discussion of the key issues and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be considerable drift. 
offers a meaningful discussion of 
the key issues in the question and 
come to a judgement but there may 
well be some drift. 
 
meaningful discussion of the set 
question; a balanced judgement is 
seen, largely substantiated by the 
bulk of the essay. 


L5 CHARACTERISTIC:  the response engages with the exact question set and is able to 
provide an analytical, evaluative response with a convincing judgement substantiated 
throughout 


 
 
 
5 


L5L 11 
 
 
 


 
 


L5H 12 
 


specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
very good QWC. 
 
specific and 
relevant facts 
selected to support 
the response with 
excellent QWC. 


L5L 25 
 
 
 
 
 
L5H 28 


offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering most of the 
period set. 
 
offers a balanced judgement that is 
sustained and integrated; clearly 
focussed on the key issues in the 
question and covering the full 
period set. 


 








‘Disraeli was nothing more than a political opportunist.’  How valid is 
this assessment of Disraeli? 




















How effectively did Catherine the Great solve the problems which she 
faced during her reign?



Sticky Note

The style adopted in the opening of this paragraph is narrative. However midway through the paragraph there is a direct link to the question. Some of the QWC is below what might be expected for the better responses. 



Sticky Note

In the introduction the candidate makes a clear link with the question set and does address the issues of effectiveness. Specific events are referred to rather than keeping the opening at a more general level and introducing these later, thus avoiding the impression of repetition.







Sticky Note

The candidate starts to address the problems  but the approach almost verges on listing. The issue of Poland is well developed and the detail deployed is relevant. However the factual approach does contain some narrative blended with analysis and judgment.







Sticky Note

The candidate now changes tack and considers aspects of Catherine's policies which were unsuccessful such as serfdom before then going on to relate some unsuccessful foreign policy initiatives. Once again a judgment is offered at the end of the paragraph which just goes beyond the formulaic.







Sticky Note

While it might appear that there was some drift in the opening of this paragraph, the point being made is valid and the judgment about her lack of success towards the end of her reign is valid.



Sticky Note

In the conclusion the candidate attempts to draw together the main themes in the essay and sum up relating to the question set. In places there was some drift but the essence of the essay was a meaningful discussion of the key issue supported by relevant facts deployed in a relevant manner.Total 28 marksAO1a L4M 8AO1b L4m 20











